
Season’s Greetings to Family and Friends Near and Far 
Christmas 2013 

We have reached the holiday season 
of 2013 and the time to send and re-

ceive greetings from family and friends far and 
near – my favorite part of this season!! 

The Dooley family has been in flux and on 
the move this year. Jeff and I are still in the 
house in Aurora but all of the kids have had a 
graduation and changed some part of their lives 
during the year – all for the good! 

Sarah completed her intern year at Ports-
mouth, Virginia Naval Hospital and has moved 
with her family to Jacksonville, North Carolina 
where she is doing a GMO (General Medical 

Officer) tour as-
signed to a Marine 
battalion at Camp 
Le Jeune. They 
made the move in 
June with Jeff and 
I each helping at 
different points 
due to our sched-
ules. She is set-
tling into her du-
ties and they are 
settled into a nice 
house. Son Jack is 

a boy on the go and doing well. The other part of 
their news is that child #2 is due in February. 
They drove to Illinois for this holiday season so 
we are thrilled with that. They are staying with 
Jon’s family but we are seeing them quite a bit 
also. 

James and Crystal both separated from the 
Coast Guard this year. James did a major job 
search with various law enforcement agencies 
and is now an officer with the Juneau, Alaska 
police department. They like Alaska and had 
bought a house there at the beginning of their 
three year Coast 
Guard tour so 
are settled in 
there for a 
while. Crystal is 
working for the 

state in what is not her 
dream job but it seems to 
give her good time for 
her running including 
being in the Boston 
Marathon this upcoming 
April. In January James 
did a trip to Australia and 
in October he flew to 
North Carolina to visit 
Sar and family and Jack 
is pretty impressed with 

his Uncle James as James had rented a motorcy-
cle for his transportation. 

So Sar and James are at each end of the 
United States (except Hawaii) then Carol 
trumped them both.  It all goes so fast – she 
graduated 
from Beloit 
College in 
May with a 
major in his-
tory and a 
minor in mu-
seum studies. 
She is now in 
Guam where her Coast Guard boyfriend is XO 
of one of the cutters. Guam is not their dream 
location but they are together after three years of 
a long distance relationship and just putting a 
life together for themselves. Thank goodness for 
email and Skyping with all of them!! 

As we have written for the past umpteen 
years, Jeff is still an athletic trainer at Lake For-
est High School and doing the long tollway 
drive back and forth five or six days a week. 
This past year he again worked summer camps 
but hopefully for the last time. I am still teaching 
anthropology at a local community college then 
most breaks am on the road between Maine for 
my mom and helping out Sar and family. 

The summer had a lot of comings and go-
ings. May 12th Carol graduated from Beloit. 
About a week later she and I headed to Maine. 
We were together there for a few days then she 



 

joined Andrew to visit his mom and 
a few other items together before he 

headed to Guam. 
She then fol-
lowed at the end 
of August. I then 
drove to Virginia 
for watching 
Jack and gener-
ally helping with 
the moving out 
process. While driving to North Carolina to help 
for a couple of days there I got a call that my 
mom had fallen and broken her arm which 
meant she could not use her walker and was in 
major pain from the break. I had already been 
planning to head back to Maine 2 days later and 

fortunately my sister 
Jane was able to get up 
there within a few 
hours to cover the 
weekend. For recovery 
mom was moved to the 
nursing home portion 
of the place she has 
been living for seven 
years and the decision 
was made that she 
would stay in the nurs-
ing portion. At this 
point she has recov-

ered well and adapted well but the summer was 
a rough go. I met my challenge with swimming 
every day in Maine. Jeff flew out a couple days 
before the end of my Maine stay and on the way 
back we spent an overnight at Eagle’s Nest re-
sort in Pennsylvania just off of I-80 – very nice. 

A great confluence occurred in September. 
Carol and I had lunch with a good friend of mine 
from Beloit in August and we realized that 
Elizabeth and I were planning to head east at 
about the same time in September. We had sold 
the Maine car and Jeff was getting a new gently 
used car so I was taking his old car to Maine. It 
was a great two day road trip out! We met her 
sister near Holyoke, Mass, had a nice dinner to-
gether, then she went to Vermont and I headed 

on to Maine. I did various things with mom and 
went for a swim on both the last day of summer 
and the first day of fall. 

For Jeff’s birthday the kids gave us reserva-
tions for an overnight and a theater show at the 
Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles about 25 
minutes from the house. Again, a very nice out-
ing. The show was Making God Laugh, a com-
edy but centered on real family complications. 
The title comes from a Woody Allen quote:  “If 
you want to make God laugh, tell him your 
plans.” We had the included breakfast buffet the 
next morning then headed home – and to snow 
shoveling. Sigh. 

As per above 
with us seeing quite 
a bit of Sar and 
family, the past 
couple days have 
been a whirl wind. 
Monday was taking 
Jack on his first 
train, a good time at 
the Dupage Children’s Museum, then a pizza 

lunch out. Christ-
mas Eve day was 
here at our house 
most of the day 
Jack non-stop 
playing with Jeff 
and Jon minding 
him while Sar and 
I cook a dinner – 
so good! Then off 

to a church service followed by driving thru an 
Aurora lights show then back to the house for 
dessert and presents. A good day. 

We have already had three snows which has 
meant much shoveling for Jeff, my back is on 
the outs these day, and will just have to see what 
the rest of the winter brings. 

We wish you and yours the best of this holi-
day season and the year ahead in this wonder-
ful and complicated world. 

                         Anne and Jeff 


